On August 16, NJDOT Commissioner James S. 
Simpson announced “Clean Up NJ,” a campaign that 
periodically will concentrate NJDOT maintenance forces 
to make noticeable improvements in the appearance of 
New Jersey roadways. 

Standing with state and local officials at I-78 Exit 
49B in Springfield, where several NJDOT crews were 
cutting back overgrown foliage, the commissioner said the 
campaign has been designed to improve safety and spruce 
up the appearance of major commuter routes and other 
roadways. 

“Attractive, well-maintained roadways send a signal 
that New Jersey is serious about attracting and retaining 
businesses and jobs,” Simpson said. “We have heard from 
residents, business executives and elected officials who 
want to see an improvement in the appearance of our 
roadways, and this campaign is designed to answer those 
calls.” 

The campaign will use existing staff and resources 
assigned to North, Central and South Jersey maintenance 
yards to accomplish objectives at no additional cost to 
taxpayers. 

“Clean Up NJ” is designed to solve multiple 
maintenance issues that would be too large for a single 
crew to handle in a limited time frame. It combines the 
flexibility to respond to suggestions and concerns of 


residents and elected officials while also creating the 
capability to aggressively target specific corridors. 

“With this ongoing campaign, we will target specific 
locations to handle all maintenance issues in a single 
sweep,” Simpson said. “We'll clean up litter, cover up 
graffiti, cut overgrown vegetation and do whatever it 
takes to produce a positive impact.” 

NJDOT recently requested elected officials to identify 
areas they wish to see addressed during the campaign. 
The solicitation generated dozens of suggestions, many of 
which have already been handled in the past few weeks. 

Maintenance crews in the northern part of the state 
recently focused efforts 
on sections of I-80 and 
Route 24. Central New 
Jersey crews selected 
numerous locations 
rather than a single 
corridor while crews 
in the southern part 
of the state focused 
on litter, graffiti and 
weeds along I-295, I-76, 
1-676 and other major 
corridors. 

All together, crews 
picked up 170 tons 
of litter, painted over 
30,660 square yards of 
graffiti, mowed 1,330 
acres of tall grass and 
removed heavy brush 
and trees from 134 
acres of land along 
state highways. 

“Clean Up 
NJ’ also will 
address longer-term 
maintenance issues 
such as repainting 
rusted railroad bridges 
over state highways. 
Some of the bridges 
have been “orphaned” by defunct railroad companies and 
their maintenance now falls to NJDOT. 
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Tesha Wright (Crew 221) clears weeds along I-78 Exit 49B in 
Springfield. 


The department is responsible for about 100 
railroad bridges and dedicates funding to repaint some 


of them each year. 


NJDOT crews picked up nine million pounds 
of litter and debris from state highways in 2009 at an 
enormous cost in hours that could have been spent 
on other important maintenance responsibilities, such 
as mowing, painting over graffiti and clearing debris 
from storm-water drains. 

The New Jersey State Police, New Jersey Turnpike 
Authority, South Jersey Transportation Authority and 
the Department of Corrections are also contributing 
toward the success of the campaign. 

To report a roadway maintenance issue, motorists 
can call 1-800-POTHOLE or click on the Highway 
Maintenance Reporting button on the NIDOT 


homepage. 


Commissioner Simpson helps kick off 
the Scudder Falls bridge project 


An estimated $310 million in private money will 
be used. The cost of rebuilding the span is estimated 
at $132 million. The remainder will be for redoing the 
interchanges at each end and widening I-95 to three lanes 


Commissioner Simpson joined Pennsylvania 
Governor Ed Rendell on Friday, July 30, to kick off the 
Scudder Falls Bridge rehabilitation project. The project 
is being termed as the first bi-state public-private 
partnership of its kind in the country. 

“We believe that a public-private partnership 
was the only way to get the project done in a time of 
tightening state budgets. The public would retain 
ownership of the bridge while turning it over to private 
operation,” said Commissioner Simpson. 

The bridge will be leased to a for-profit enterprise 
that would then charge tolls to recoup the cost of 
reconstruction and maintenance. 


Commissioner Simpson speaks at the Scudder Falls Bridge 
rehabilitation project event along with Pennsylvania Governor 
Ed Rendell. 


in each direction. 


The bridge will have 3 lanes in each direction on 
the “mainline” roadway approaches to the bridge while 
the bridge itself will have 5 lanes plus shoulders on the 


northbound side, 
and 4 lanes plus 
shoulders on the 
southbound side. 
A bikeway is slated 
for the northbound 
side as well. 

No developer 
has been selected. 
The job will be put 
out for bids, and 
is expected to be 
completed by late 
2012 or early 2013. 

The 50-year- 
old, 1,740-foot 
bridge, operated 
by Delaware River 
Joint Toll Bridge 
Commission, 
sees nearly 60,000 
vehicles every day. 
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NJDOT breaks ground on 
new Route 206 Bypass in Hillsborough 


On August 18, NIDOT Deputy 
Commissioner Joe Mrozek joined 
with local officials to break ground on 
the long-awaited Route 206 Bypass 
in Hillsborough Township, Somerset 
County. 

In order to provide safety and 
reduce congestion along the existing 
Route 206, a new 3.6 mile bypass 
highway is being built on a new 
alignment to the east. 

The $43 million ‘Contract A’ 
will construct the center portion 
of the new bypass between the 
Amwell Road and Hillsborough 
Road intersections in Hillsborough 
Township. This portion of the bypass 
will feature one travel lane in each 
direction. 

“We are proud to finally be 
breaking ground on this project 
that has been in our system, in 
various forms, for well over thirty 
years,” said Deputy Commissioner 
Mrozek. “The new bypass highway 
will greatly relieve the congestion 
that currently plagues downtown 
Hillsborough, which will benefit 
not only Route 206 in town, but the 
entire state and local roadway system 
throughout the area.” 

This project will also replace 
the existing Hillsborough and 
Homestead Road bridge decks over 
the CSX railroad. The bridge deck 
repair work will require closures of 
Hillsborough Road and Homestead 
Road over CSX for approximately 
6 months. Traffic for both the 
Homestead and Hillsborough Roads 
closures will be detoured along the 


u are invited to attend NJDOT’s 
‘ance Ceremony on Wednesday, 


existing Route 206, Amwell Road and 
Willow Road. 

NJDOT’s contractor, Carbro 
Inc., has recently begun work by 
establishing a staging area along 
Hillsborough Road, deploying 


B’, will construct the portions of 

the new bypass at each end and tie 
them in with existing Route 206 at 
Old Somerville Road and Mountain 
View Road. This project is currently 
in design and NJDOT anticipates 


Left to right: NJDOT Resident Engineer Steve Ruskan, Somerset County Freeholder 

Jack Ciattarelli, Assemblyman Peter Biondi, NJDOT Deputy Commissioner Joe Mrozek, 
Senator Christopher Bateman, Hillsborough Mayor Frank DelCore, Somerset County 
Freeholder Patrick Scaglione, Hillsborough Deputy Mayor Gloria McCauley and NJDOT 
Project Manager George Worth break ground on the Route 206 Bypass project. 


advance construction warning signs, 
clearing the site, and installing a 
silt fence along the alignment of the 
new highway. All lanes on Route 
206 within the project limits will 
remain open during construction. 
Access to residential properties will 
be maintained at all times. Access 
to commercial properties will be 
maintained during normal business 
hours. 

NJDOT anticipates ‘Contract A’ 
reaching completion by the end of 
2012. 

The second contract, ‘Contract 


beginning construction in 2012. 

The completed bypass will be a 
limited-access highway, which means 
that there will be no driveways to/ 
from the adjoining properties and that 
all access to the highway will be from 
the intersecting local roadways. 

“We've been working on this 
project for a very long time and its 
wonderful to finally see it come 
to fruition,” said Project Manager 
George Worth. 

NJDOT anticipates opening the 
entire new Route 206 Bypass to traffic 
in late 2015. 


NJ State Charitable Campaign 
Begins September 14th 
through December 17th 


Your continued support is critical to sustaining 
current programs for those in need of assistance. 
Donors are encouraged to designate their 
contributions to any approved agency with payroll 
deductions as the fastest, easiest approach or a one- 
time contribution of $52. Visit www.njsecc.org 
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U.S. Department of Transportation selects 
NJDOT’s Marine Initiative for further study 


On August 11, the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) selected NJDOT’s proposed 
New Jersey Marine Highway 
Initiative (NJMHI) under the National 
Marine Highway 
Program for planning 
and feasibility studies. 
The initiative was 
submitted by the Office 
of Maritime Resources. 

The NJMHI 
details existing and 
proposed routes 
for moving bulk 
and containerized 
freight into and out 
of New Jersey using 
the waterways that 
surround the State and 
provide access to the 
north Atlantic marine 
corridor. The program 
illustrates five freight 
nodes around the 
State, strategically positioned to take 
advantage of existing infrastructure. 
The five nodes are: Camden/ 
Gloucester / Paulsboro; Salem; Raritan 
Center /Tremley Point; Newark Bay; 
and Upper New York Bay. 

“New Jersey is the center of 
freight logistics for the mid-Atlantic 
region; therefore it only makes 
sense that we position the State to 


Obituaries 


Employee Patrick Ivanitski passed away on 
July 10, 2010. He worked for the Department from 
1994 to October 1996 and returned in December 1999 
as Maintenance Worker 1, Transportation. At the time of 
his passing, he was a Truck Driver in the Red Lion Yard. 


He was one of the first trainers for the CDL program in 
Region South. He is survived by his wife, Kathleen; his 
children, Patrick, Scott and John; his eight grandchildren; 
his great-grandson; and his sisters, Vicki, Cynthia and 
Briane. 


Retiree Joseph A. Maiorino passed away on July 14, 


take full advantage of the national 
movement to reduce our dependence 
on the highway system for interstate 
movement of cargo. While the 
infrastructure needed to initiate use 


ey 
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of the marine highway is already 

in place, investment will be needed 
in wharves, equipment, rail and 
highway for the system to reach full 
potential,” said W. Scott Douglas, 
Project Manager, Office of Maritime 
Resources, Division of Multimodal 
Services. “This investment will have 
to come from a combination of both 
public and private contributions. 


But New Jersey stands to gain a 

lot. Full realization of the marine 
highway will not only create 
thousands of new jobs and spur 
economic development, but will also 
reduce congestion 
and improve air 
quality.” 

Other selected 
proposals that are 
pertinent to New 
Jersey include the 
Port Authority's 
Cross Harbor 
Railroad, the Hudson 
River Food Corridor 
Initiative, and the 
East Coast Marine 
Highway Initiative. 
Each of these either 
relies on or takes 
advantage of the 
NJMHI. At this time, 
the NJMHI is not 
eligible for grants, but 
it is eligible for USDOT assistance in 
planning and for feasibility studies. 
It is hoped that federal assistance 
with construction will eventually 
be available through the USDOT 
Maritime Administration program. 

The proposal is available 
at http: / /www-state.nj.us/ 
transportation /airwater/maritime 
news.shtm 


2010. He retired after 41 years of service as a Supervising 
Engineer in Surface Design. He is survived by his two 
sons, David and Carl; his two daughters Marie and Anita; 
his six grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. 
Retiree Charles W. Carter passed away on July 23, 
2010. He retired from the Department in 1998 as a Chief 
Engineer for Support Services. He is survived by his 
wife Phyllis; his children, Chauntay, Charles, Margolyn, 
Eveita, Dathan, Bobby, Nicole and Natasha; his fifteen 


grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren; his siblings 


and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 


NJDOT’s Office 
of Information 
Technology has been 
integrating several 
management systems 
over the past several 
months, most notably, 
TRANSINFO and 
GeoTrans. 

“These programs 
allow all areas of 
the Department to 
make better, more 
efficient decisions by 
cross referencing and 
analyzing data in one 
general area,” said 
Gary Zayas, Manager ~ 
of Information 
Management and 
Technology Planning. “Before this, 
separate units needed to cull their own 
information and piece it together, now, 
the information is in shared databases.” 

TRANSINFO began in 
November 2008. All eight management 
systems have been integrated: Accident 
Records, Bridge Management System, 
Congestion Management System, 
Drainage Management System, 
Highway Maintenance Management 
System, Pavement Management 
System, Straight Line Diagrams and 
Traffic Monitoring System. The system 


GeoTrans began 
in the fall of 2009 and 
merges NJDOT data 
into a mapping system 
from every major area 
of NJDOT, as well 
as municipalities, 
counties, routes and 
other areas around the 
state. 

The systems 
currently in GeoTrans 
are Statewide 
Transportation 
Improvement Program 
(STIP), Project 
Reporting System 
(PRS), Status of 
Construction Projects, 
Bridge -PONTIS, 


WEB BASED TRANSPORTATION MAPPING SYSTEM. 


is currently in production with over 40 
reports available and can be accessed 
through Business Objects. 

“Our future goal will include 
the NJDOT Dashboard and a Decision 
Support Tool,” said Zayas. 

The staff who worked on 
TRANSINFO include: Gary Zayas, 
Project Manager; Rich Jablonski, 
Dana Ioseb; and from the Office 
of Information Technology (OIT): 

Dan Paolini, Robert Agos, Bogdan 


Legislative / Congressional Districts, 
Rail, Airports, Crash, Drainage, 
Park & Ride, Environmental, and 
Orthoimagery data. 

“Our future plans for GeoTrans 
include data from outside of NJDOT 
that may include mobile applications 
and more,” said Zayas. 

The staff who worked on 
GeoTrans include: Mark Gulbinsky, 
Timothy Stewart, Cynthia Dey, Carla 
Calderone, Len Chetti, Deb Mesday, 


Chivulescu and the Performance 
Development Corporation. 


NJDOT’s Helpdesk 
gets it done 


The unsung heroes of NJDOT’s IT Department is the 
HELPDESK. 

“We are trying to put out fires, lots of malware /spyware 
and viruses have been infecting our machines as well as the 
daily support operations which covers hardware, software, 
ID maintenance and security, and purchasing of all IT 
user hardware / software,” said Donna Deveney. “We are 
stretched thin after losing eight personnel in the last two 
years but we are getting it done.” 


Kevin Williams, Kevin Hall, Audrey 
Bryson, and Dana Ioseb. 


Bottom left clockwise: Dan Daisey, Doug Daisey, Steve Servillo, 
Dominick Lunetta, Donna Deveney, Theresa Cocco, Janice 
Stevenson. Missing from photo: Wally Jenkins 


